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France, which had not been consulted, was furious at being
excluded from this settlement. Thiers began to threaten
war, and some of Palmerston's colleagues were much
alarmed. Palmerston, howevet, was perfectly cooL He said
" One must use firm and stout language to the French
government and to Frenchmen." He never believed France
would go to war, and he was right. Thiers resigned, France
accepted the arrangement, and it was finally agreed that
during peace time Turkey should close the Dardanelles to
ships of war of all nations. Palmerston's policy of co-
operating with Russia and standing firm against France was
completely successful, and the fear of war over the Near
East countries faded away.

His next exploit, however, had less to commend it to his
cMna countrymen. The Chinese government was trying to forbid
the importation of opium from India. Palmerston acted in
the interests, as he conceived them, of British Indiai which
derived large revenues from the trade. A quarrel arose over
the question of the recognition by the Chinese of the repre-
sentative of the British Crown. Palmerston in 1840 attacked
China, and eventually forced her to cede us Hong-Kong and
to open five other ports to British trade.

Then for a while there was an interval due to the fall of
Melbourne's government and its replacement by that of
Peel (1840). The new Foreign Minister, Lord Aberdeen,
was very peaceably inclined, and did not at all wish to follow
Palmerston's stormy policy or interfere with other nations.
He wanted peace, and he managed to get on good terms
with France. He also showed himself conciliatory towards
the United States. Indeed, Canada declared that he went
much too far in yielding to the Americans.

There had, for example, been a dispute over the newly
o^The developed western territories, and Lord Aberdeen agreed
question in 1846 to what was called the " Oregon " treaty, by which
the U.S.A. kept Oregon and the British received Van-
couver and British Columbia.